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Abstract

The Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) is one of the mammals of the inland waters of Iran.
This species is at the top of the food chain and at the risk of extinction. Eurasian Otter
aquatic habitats are very vulnerable to man-made changes. So that, this species is in the
near threatend (NT) category of the [IUCN Red List. This study aimed at habitat quality
evaluation for the Eurasian Otter in Markazi Province by using MCDA. In this regard,
we used Analytical Network Process (ANP) method by using Super Decisions software,
with 4 alternative, 4 criteria and 8 sub-criteria. The results showed that criteria of
Economic and Social (0.33) and Biological (0.25) and sub-criteria of Local Conflict
(0.18) and IRWQI (0.16) and Food availability (0.15) had the highest weight. Moreover
Al-Ghadir Dam in Saveh and Ghar-Chai River (0.42) had the highest weight. Therefore,
there is a need to preparation and implementation of extensive improvement and
restoration program for the Eurasian Otter habitat in the Markazi Province especially
the Shara River.
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