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Abstract

Yazd province is located in the arid and desert climate and its water resources include
about 10 wetlands and artificial basins. The most important ones, for attracting birds,
are the artificial basin of the Yazd city treatment plant with permanent water, and
Kasehrood dam in Abarkooh city with suitable geographical location. In the present
study, the avifauna of both habitats were identified and listed based on the available
statistics regarding monitoring and bird counting for six years (2014-2020). The results
revealed that up to 60 species are living in the treatment plant water basin and 25 in the
Kasehrood dam. The highest frequency was belong to the ducks family with nine and
seven species in the treatment plant and Kasehrood dam, respectively. The observed
species including white headed duck, steppe eagle, lapwing, steppe pipit and black
vulture have protective values based on the IUCN list. The yellow herons and tufted
duck were observed and recorded for the first time in both localities. This study
indicated that the Yazd treatment plant artificial basin and Abarkooh Kasehrood dam
have important roles in providing habitats for waterfowls, terrestrial birds and
protection of migratory birds. Therefore, management and protection of their habitats
should be considered.
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