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Abstract

The present investigation is based on the study of density and identification of orders
Cyclopoida and Harpacticoida in Bahrakan waters, Handijan Harbor (NW Persian
Gulf). Sampling was conducted during July, August and October 2010 and December,
February and April 2011. Zooplankton samples were collected by plankton net (100 -
pm) from six stations. During the above period of study, members of the orders
Cyclopoida and Harpacticoida represented by 15% and 4%, respectively. The highest
density of both these orders was calculated during July 2010 in Bahrakan waters. The
order Cyclopoida was represented by four species namely: Oithona nana, O. simplex,
O. brevicornis, O. attenuata and O. nana was the dominant species in this order. The
order Harpacticoida was also represented by four species namely: Euterpina acutifrons,
Microsetella rosea, M. norvegica, Macrosetella gracilis and E. acutifrons the former
species showed the highest abundance among Harpacticoida. Morphological
characteristics of each species are also presented in this paper.
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