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Morphology and karyology of Microtus socialis in new distributed
location of East Azerbaijan province

Khalilaria A. and Colak E.
Agricultural & Natural Resources Research Center, West Azerbaijan, Urmia, I.R. of Iran

2 Biology Dept., Faculty of Science, Universities of Ankara, Ankara, Turkey
Abstract

A total of 13 specimens of the genus Microtus distributed in the Galleban region of
Marand in the East Azerbaijan were investigated based on morphological and
karyological methods. Karyological and morphological characters of these samples
show that all species are Microtus socialis. Their morphology (The color of dorsally is
brown to yellowish. Ventral is grayish to silvery grey and there is no sharp demarcation.
The tail is short with bicoloured; above is darker in comparison the below, and covered
with hairs. Size of hairs getting longer in the end of their tail. Eyes are small and black.
Ears are small but visible to some extent. Hands and legs are covered with hairs and
their color are similar to dorsally of the vole.) and habitat were as like as M. socialis of
Moghan (Ardebil Province). The karyotype of the samples were 2n=62, NF=62 and
Nfa= 60. All of chromosomes are acrocentric.

Key words: Microtus, karyolotype, socialis, E. Azerbaijan
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