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Microhabitat selection by diurnal sympatric lizard species in
Kolah-Ghazi national park

Safari Kang Z.', Hemami M.R., Koohi lasibi M.? and Malekian M.!
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Sympatric species sharing the same limited resources partition their niches at least in
one of the niche dimensions to reduce inter-specific competition. We studied
microhabitat, activity time and escape techniques of four sympatric lizards species in
Kolah-Ghazi national park. Four habitat types were characterized based on vegetation
type and topographical features. Microhabitat variables were measured in 5x5 plots
centered on the sighting points of the lizard species. The time when individuals of each
species were first sighted and the escape techniques of them were recorded. Results
revealed that these species share similar activity periods, but they show significant
differences in utilization of microhabitat. Escape techniques of the four lizard species
was proportional to their microhabitat features. We conclude that microhabitat the most
important sharing resource segregating niches of these four lizard species.

Key words: lizard, sympatric species, ecological niche and Kolah-Ghazi national park
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